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NEW-YEAR’S ADDRESS. 


THE reflection of saint Paul, * Having obtained 
help of God, 1 continue unto this day,’ must be 
considered as seasonable at the commencement of the 
year. Permit the Mownrror, to urge each reader, to 
apply it personally. What but help from God, could _ 
have sustained you, to be now a * prisoner of hope.” 

Consider; ‘THE sENTENCE OE DEATH IS PASSED UPON 
you. * Dust thou art and unto dust shalt thou return,” 
was the sentence passed on the pubhe head of our race, 
and in him on all his posterity. ** Wherefore, as by one 
man sin entered into the world, and death by sin, and so 
death {sentence of death| hath passed on all men, for 
thatall have sinned.” As oue that has sinned, sen- 
tence of death by the Judge of all the earth, has passed 
upon you. It has been in the power of Him whu passed 
the sentence, to have exeented it at any moment. You 
have therefore, not only been dependent on the power of 
God, but on his mere mercy for your continuance to this 
day. Like the felon who deserves to die, on whom the 
sentence of death is passed, but who waits the decision 
of his judge to fix the moment of its execution, yon have 
been a monument of the Divine forbearance, even to this 
hour, Consider again; that the sentence of death, under 
which you lie, HAS BEEN EXECUTED ON A HUNDRED GEN- 
ERATIONS. Yonder sun, in his stated revolutions has 
Wiinessed its execution on the werld before the fluod, 
and on the pride and glory of Assyria, and Persia, Mace- 
don and Rome. ‘This sentence hasbeen exveuted in 
all countries and in all past ages; onthe honourable and 
the base sthe rich and the pvors; the learned and the 
ignorant ; the aged and the young. Since his last annte» 
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2 NEW-YEAR’S ADDRESS. {Jan. 


al circuit, the sun has seen its execution on millions of 
your fellow prisoners, younger than you ; on thousands 
near your age, whose actual sins were fewer and 
whose abuse of the Gospel less than yours. Rank or 
wealth, genius or beauty, reprieved none ofthese. When 
thousands on your right hand, and ten thousands on 
your left hand, have fallen, and in this number near rela- 
tions or intimate acquaintances have been included, what 
but help from God, has preserved you ? 

Death has thinned the ranks of the young the part 
year. Some ofhis victims have laid months under the 
* cold clods of the valley.” From burying others ** the 
feet of the young men who bare” them have but just 
returned. Did those youths anticipate last January 
that all things seen and temporal, was, with them, com- 

ressed into the narrow compass of a few months? 

Did they ealeulate that the season of preparation for 
ETERNITY, was, with them, limited to but a part of the 
Sabbaths and days in the year they had then com- 
menced ? But why are you in the land of the living, 
while they are removed to the land of silence and 
darkness, except through help obtained of God ? 

It is not unsuitable, to remind our readers, that heads 
of families have not been exempted the past year, from 
having the sentence of death executed on them. Here, 
one in the bloom of life, was only permitted to know 

arental affection, without the performance of parental 
duiies, and then removed. There, another has left a 
widowed consort and weeping orphans. Reader, are 
you in conjugal life? ‘That has formed no security that 
you should behold thisday. Have you a helpless infant 


‘or very dependent families ? These things did not ex- 


empt others ‘the last year from death. Why then are 
not your econsorts widowed, and your children raTHER- 
LESSor MOTHERLESS ? Must you not say, “ Having obe 
tained :help of God, 1 continue unto this day !” 

‘Once more; Consider, that you HAVE THE SENTENCE 
OF DEATH IN YOUR OwN BopDIES. Seeds of disease 
and mortality, have been, seeretly cr openly, under- 
mining your constitution. The dust of your bodies, 
like other dust, has a tendeney to sink to the earth. 
How conelusive this evidence, that it is only through 
help from God, you yet continue. 
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1823.} DAY OF SMALL THINGS, 3 


Finally: Consider scniPTURAL TESTIMONY ON THIS 
suBsEcT. Doesnot the Bible, every where represent 
our lives as entirely inthe hands of God? “ In him 
we live, and move, and have our being. Unto God the 
Lord, belong the issues from death ;—in whose hand 
our breath is, and whose are allour ways.” But we 
forbear to light more tapers, to prove that the sun 
shines. 

And now, reader, let us be GrateruL, Distinguish- 
ing goodness hasspared us.—Let us be xumsiz. We 
know not whatshailbeon the morrow. Our life is 
but a vapour.—Let us be active. Whatever our 
hands find to do, of duty, let us Now DOIT, WITH OUR 
MIGHT. 


ees 


ANALOGIES BETWEEN THE KINGDOMS OF NATURE 
AND OF GRACE. 


ESSAY No. I. 
« Who hath despised the day of small things.”——-Zechariah. 


HE, who spake, as never man spake,—from whose 
lips wisdom was poured without measure,—was accus- 
tomed toecall inthe aid of surrounding scenery, to ex- 
plain, to illustrate, and to enforce religoustruths. His 
example, in this respect, is worthy of imitation. And 
when we follow where revelation leads, in our conelu- 
sions as well as our premises,we may, without being 
fanciful, and without danger, exhibit truth in the most 
pleasing and vivid colours. | 

With these introductory remarks, itt will not be un- 
suitable to remind the young, that there is a day of small 
things observable in the kingdoms of Nature and of 
Grace. 

Inanimate matter exhibits its day of small things. 
The hand-breadth cloud, is not unfrequently, the precar- 
sor of a darkened horizon and an abundant rain. The 
bubbling spring, and the rippling rivulet, are both small 
things compared’ with the full creek; changed to the 











DAY OF SMALL YHINGS [ Jan. 


mighty river, majestically, rolling its tributary waters to 
the ocean. 

Vegetable life has its day ofsmall thiugs. It rises first 
the blade, then the ear, then the full corn in the ear.— 
The diminutive mustard seed, becomes a tall and wide 
spread plant. Observe the tender sprout from the acorn. 
The unseasonable frost, or the unwary foot, may termi- 
nate its existence. But with eare and the smiles of 
heaven,—presently it becomes a majestic tree. The 
feathered tribes nest and sing among the branches. The 
weary herds repose beneath its shade. It resists the 
frosts of winter, and withstands the fury of tempests. It 
exists undecayed for generations; a monument fitted for 
the inseription, that the day of small things should not be 
despised. 

Tn the animal kingdom, there is a day of small things, 
with the progeny of the whale and the lion. But pres- 
ently, the one swims and spouts, the sovereign of the finny 
tribes; the other roams and roars, the monarch of the 
woods. 

In the physical and intellectual cireumstanees of man, 
there is a day of small things, not to be despised. —First 
he is the helpless infant, weepingin the arms of the 
nurse —Then the inexperienced child with an inereas- 
ing stature and an expanding intellect. With attention, 
and the blessing of God, presently, hehecomes a man. 
As the accomplished statesman or the mighty hero, per- 
haps, nations are guided by his counsels. or tremble at 
his frowns. 

In the political circumstances of states and empires, 
there is a day of small things, not to be despised. As- 
syria, Persia, Greece and Rome, all had their infaney as 
well as manhood. It was a day of small things with 
onr ancestors, when they first settled on this western 
eontinent. Now. their favcred posterity are become 
an independent great nation. 

But in the Economy oF Grace, thereis most oeea- 
sion for the eaution, not to despise the day of small things 
A THREEFOLD application of it, may uot be uninterest- 
ing to the young, nor unseasonable for any. 

First; Despise not the day of smali things, in the 
cireumstanees of Christ’s Church generally,—nor in the 
circumstances of particular branches of it, 
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The day of great things, in the general cireumstances: 
of Christ’s Church on earth, will in due time arrive. “The 
Lord loveth the gates of Zion. Glorious things are spok- 
en of thee, O city of God. It shall come to pass in the 
last days, that the mountain of the Lord’s house shall be’ 
established ini the top: of the mountains, and shall be ex- 
alted:- above the hills ; and. axu nations:shall flow unto it. 
For, from: the rising of sun, even unto the going. down 
of the: same; my name shall be great among the Gen- 
tiles ;- and in every place ineense shall be offered and a 
pure offering, for my name shall be great among the 
heathen saith: the Lord of hosts.” Notwithstanding 
many are now running to and fro, to carry the Gospel to 
the destitute, the present is a day of small things, eom- 
pared with that day when all shall know the Lord from’ 
the least to-the greatest. ‘Though efforts, hitherto un- 
exampled, are now making to trauslate and’ dissemi- 
nate the Holy Scriptures, in many languages and many 
countries; yet, itis a day of small things, compared 
with that period, when the symbolical herald shail 
liave published the Gospel in every language, and among 
every nation, aud kindred, and tongue, under the whole 


* koaven.. Though incense daily rises from many elosets, 


family: altars, and’sanctuaries, and a cloud of it ascends: 
from the monthly concert, this is still: but a day ofsmall: 
things, compared with that period, when the pure incense’ 
of penitence and praise, shall be offered in Every PLACE’ 
now heathen, or nominally Christianized. Notwithstand-- 
ing showers of divine grace, have recently refreshed many‘ 

parts: of the moral vineyard, this iz but a day of small 
things, compared with that period, when a copious rain’ 
of righteousness, shall water the whole habitable earth. 

But let none despise this day ofsmall things. Let the’ 
young’ feel that their circumstances are peculiarly re- 

sponsible in this respect: By them, it is to be decided, 

whether the good, which their pious parents devised and. 
commenced, shall be prosecuted with vigour; or noti- We: 
entreat them, to give the energies of the head, the heart; 
and the hands, to the good work of extending the king- 

dom of Christ, and bringing forward the millennial day: 
glory. Though obstacles, to the universal diffusion, and 
reception of the Gospel, may at times appear namerous’ 


and appalling, let us not be discouraged or inactive. 
3d Edit. 1* 






























6 DAY OF SMALL THINGS (Jan. 


‘aristianity when planted was the mustard seed; but it 
1s bevunm:a tree. The King of Zion has perpetuated, 
suvigorated, and extended, the influence of his own blessed 
eause. Audthe prophetic promise, that Christ shall yet 
havethe heathen for his inheritance, and the uttermost 
arts of the earth for a possession, rests on as firm a basis, 
‘as any other truth of the Bible. In view of the wonders 
which, within these twenty years, have heen accomplish- 
ed by Bible and Missionary Societies, let those friendly to 
the advancement of Christ’s kingdom, rejoice. Let its 
enemies tremble. God is beginning to appear in his glo- 
ry to build up Zion. As this great work of evangeliz- 
ing the world advances, a work on which the heart of 
Jchovah is fixed ; every opposer to it will either be bow- 
| ed to the seeptre of grace, or be paralyzed and erashed 
rip OY by the rod of justice. It is therefore infinitely hazard- 
rr fh ous, for any to despise the day of small things in the in- 

H creasing prosperity of Christ’s Church generally. 
a Nor may we despise the day of small things, in the 
circumstances of particular branches of the Church. In 
these years of the right hand of the Most High, we 
know that it is a day of great things in many Churches 
and congregations. Christians, in them, are animated 
with a holy zeal aad activity in religion; many have a 
new song put into their mouths even praise to our God ; 
and multitudes are anxiously enquiring what they shall 
do tobesaved. ‘here the Lord appears in his glory, 
and such branches of his Chureh put on their beautiful 
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garments and triumph. Now there are other branches of 
the Church, with their respective congregations, in whieb 
though their circumstances are different from the last 
named, still there are some interesting and hopeful things 
with them. Contemplate a Church, which diseovers 
much reason to lament lukewarmness and supineness 
within itself, and much stupidity in souls generally 
around it. Suppose, that from time to time, a few have 
been added tu its numbers who appear to live like Chris- 
tians. And suppose there was reason to hope, that the 
Holy Spirit was beginning to revive the languishing 
graces of professors,—that he was inclining some to give 
themselves te the Lord in a perpetual covenant; anda 
few were recently rejoicing with trembling, while a 
Jarge number seemed thoughtful, or perhaps anxious, and 





Pon a6 Male 
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meetings were more numerously and solemnly atiended ; 

such a day of small things in that branch of the Church, 

ought not to be despised. It appears like Elijah’s little 

cloud. Itindicates a movement among the tops of the 
mulbery trees. It should be felt, that if but one soul has 

been translated from the kingdom of darkness into the 

light and liberty of the ehildren of God, ail heaven re- 
joices and earth should rejoice. Then, there is particu- 
lar occasion, for Christans, to be deeply humbled before 
God on account of their unworthiness of small tokens ef 
his gracious presence. Then they should unitedly, indi- 

vidually, and sineerely, beseech God te prepare them as 

a Church, for the richest blessings, this side of ieaven, 
a copious effusion of his Holy Spirit. With deveut grat- 
itude for small accessions to the Church, they should im - 
portune umm, whio has the hearts of all in his hands, to 
incline multitudes with prepared hearts to flock to the 
ordinances of the Gospel as doves te fly to their windows. 

With holy joy for drops of mercy falling on thirsty souls, 

they should beseech him with whom is the residue of the 

Spirit, to grant a gentle, but copious rain of righteous- 

ness. In their closets,as well as in public, Christians 

should pray fervently ; pray that the awakened may nei- 
ther relapse in stupidity nor fix their hopes for eternity 
on a foundation of sand :—that none may mistake a flow 
of passions for gracious affections : but that only good 
hopes threugh grace may be cherished. Let them pray 
and strive that the Holy Scriptures, accompanied by thie 
illuminating and sanctifytng influences of the Holy Spir- 
it, may be the guide of all ages in doctrine, in ex- 
perience and in practice. By such a course, they would 

as a Church, manifest thatthey did not despise the day of 
small things, and would have reasen to hope that richer 
blessings were in store for them. 

Srconpiy. We may not despise the day of small 
things, in the sanctifying influences of the divine Spirit 
on the individual heart. There are diversities in the 
operations of the sameSpirit. Where the sanetifying 
influences of the Holy Spirit are felt, though they pro- 
duce the same religous affections, they do not produce 
them by the same means. nor always in the same order. 
The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy. peace, long-suffering, 
gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness and temperance. 
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The Scriptures authorise us to determine, that regenera- 
tion always: produces some correct views, of the holiness 
of God, and some measure of real love for holiness: where- 
ever it is seen. Regeneration inelines-the soul to-mourr 
for sin, to believe in Christ, to be grateful for mercies, 
and gives some measure of tranquility to the mind, with 
which it was before unacquainted, and it produces some 
' correspondent fruits inthe life: But these affections and 
fruits, are often possessed in so small a measure at first 
as to be but barely pereeptible.. Grace, first appears in 
the blade. It is first only. perceptible as the blade. 
Then it rises and becomes grace in the ear, afterwards 
it is matured the full corn in theear. We are ever 
babes in- Christ before we arrive at the measure and 
stature of perfect: men in him. | 
‘There are those, who appear to overlook this distine- 
tion in their judgment of the Christian character of oth- 
ers. Men: of-the world, who believe that regeneration: 
is necessary to salvation ; often appear to make a ve 
wrong: estimate’ of the weasure of sanctification. which: 
must be manifested, to give evidence to others that- the 
heart has been renewed. They. expect perfection in the 
Christian: character, where they find only hungerings- 
and thirstings after righteousness... Hence they rashly: 
pronounce the person newly introduced into the school: 
of Christ, but a mere pretender to religion. 
Nor are Christians themselves, always free from too» 
uncharitable a spirit towards others. ‘They sometimes- 
unreasonably expect to find precisely the same religous- 
views, the same measure of religous affections and in the- 
same order,in: aLu who cherish the hope. that they are’ 
Christians. In some eases they appear to conclude that: 
because exercises of a particular kind often precede the 
possession of that hupe which maketh not ashamed,. 
these exercises must always precede it: Sometimes like- 
wise, the real Christian is too much inclined to make his’ 
own experience in religion, the standard by which to try 
the religion of others, rather than to test the experience 
of both hy the uNERRING worp. But it becomes us if. 
we can gain any Seriptural evidence of the piety of oth- 
ers, not to despise the day of small things with them.. 
Some persons err in too much disregarding the day of 
small things in the sanctifying influences of the divine 
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Spirit on their own hearts. Though they may he con- 
scious, that as far as they know their own hearts, they do 
desire to be holy ;—desire to mourn for sin ;—believe 
in Christ ;—love God supremely ;—be thankful for his 
mercies, and live to his glory ; yet, because they discover 
so much sin in their lives, but especially in their hearts, 
and beeause their affections are so Janguid, compared 
with what they know they ought to be, they scareely 
dare to indulge a hope, that they have any right affee- 
tions. Sometimes, their doubts are inereased by com- 
paring themselves with more experienced Christians, and 
beeause they have reason to conclude, they have not ad- 
vanced so far in the divine life, as the others, they are 
ready to conclude, that they have not commenced the di- 
vine life. But such couclusions are unfayourable to 
their own improvement. : 

A second error, in judging of their own feelings, adopt- 
ed by some, though equally common with the other, is 
perhaps, more pernicious. Jt is comparing the present 
exercises of persons recently hoping, with their own, and 
hesitating about the nature of their own exercises, be- 
cause they were not filled with similar views and feel- 


ings to what the others express. ‘They were never filled 


with such terrors of destruction, they never felt so much 
opposition to the government of God, before they cher- 
ished their hopes asthe others did. ‘Though they have 
felt that they deserved eternal death, and believed that 
the carnal mind is enmity against God, yet because their 
own minds have not been exercised like some others, 
they fear a hope eannot be well founded ; and though they 
kuow that fear of punishment, and ecnscious opposition 
to God are wrong, yet they wish these feelings them- 
selves, as preparatory oves to right exereises. But such 
desires are wrong. We ought to desire only holy af- 
fections. 

Because the transition from sorrow to joy, has not 
heen so sudden with them as with some others: and be- 
cause they have never known such sudden diseoveries of 
spiritual things, nor felt such transports as others ex- 
press, some fear that their own views and affections can- 
not be right. But this comparison of themselves with 
others is not wise. By the Law and the Testimony our 
views and feelings ought to be tried, If from a careful 
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and prayerful examination of ourselves, by the holy 
Scriptures, we have reason to believe, that our views and 
affeetions are in any measure conformable to that just 
standard, we may not despise the day of small things, 
Let such earnestly beseech the Searcher of hearts, to 
disclose to them the real character which they possess 
in his sight. Let them humbly, and gratefully receive, 
the eonsolations which are addressed to them in the 
Seriptures, remembering, that Christ will not break the 
bruised reed, nor quench the smoking flax. 

Let them attempt a pious observance of all the institu- 
tions and ordinanees of religion, and a faithful perform- 
ance of all its duties; humbly relying on Christ for par- 
don, righteousness, wisdom and strength. Forgetting 
the things which are behind, and reaching forth to those 
things which are before, let them press toward the mark 
for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus 
our Lord. In this way, their light and comfort, will be 
like the path of the just, which as the dawning light 
gradually ushers in the perfect day 

Let us not be understood te depress the Gospel stand- 
ard of moral virtue. That is a high and‘holy standard. 
All rational beings, at all times, are under sacred and 
immense obligations, to render to God his due, and to 
creatures their dues. Every moral agent in the uni- 
verse, who fails to do this, is criminal. The Christian 
is inexcusable unless he bear much fruit, to glorify his 
heavenly Father, and thus conclusively prove to himself 
and others, that he is Christ’s disciple. He eught to 
live so near to God, and be so eminently holy, that the 
evidence of his sanctification, might be always clear and 
strong, and his fruit a hundred fold. 

Turrpiy; We must not despise the day of small 
things, in the awakening and convineing influences of 
the Holy Spirit. He convinees of sin, of righteousness, 
and a judgment to come. When we discover an unusual 
seriousness in the minds of sinners; when the word of 
God, perused,— studied in the social cirecle,—or preach- 
ed, appears to have more effect on them than usual, le 
us not disregard this day of small things. Let us b 
encouraged by these appearances to bear them on our 
hearts to the throne of grace, and use increased, but ju- 
dicious efforts, to make them more acquainted with their’ 
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guilt and danger as sinners, and with the only way of 
salvation for them. Who can tell, but these efforts may 
be the means, in connexion with which God may be pleas- 
ed effectually to awaken and humble them, and to reelaim 
them from the evil ef their ways to the wisdom of the 


just. Let the persons themselves, who feel any measure 


of the awakening and convineing influences of the Holy 
Spirit, tremble at the thought of despising this day of 
small things, lest it should prove fatal to their immortal 
interests. ‘They know from the Scriptures, that without 
their hearts are renewed by the Spirit, they cannot 
inherit the kingdom of God. Let them beware of resist- 
ing the Holy Spirit. 

Where an increased seriousness prevails in any place 
where the special influences of the divine Spirit are 
manifested in greater or less degrees with numbers, 
there an increased responsibility rests on Christians, and 
on ministers. Christians must be united and fervent in 
prayer, aud active in duty. Ministers, must not only be | 
plain and faithful, but judicious and discriminating. 
‘Then they especially need grace rightly to divide the 
word of truth, Siving to the careless, the awakened, and 
those prayerfully fixing on hopes for eternity, each his 
particular portion in due geason. 

Do these lines meet the eyes of some, whose attention 
is in any measure arrested, and the conviction fastened 
on their consciences by the Spirit that they are sinners 
before God, sinners in deed, word, and thought F We he- 
seech you,in the impressive language of another, to 
“cherish this conviction. Lie down under it. Endea- 
vour to draw it upon you with all your might.” In your 
closets apply the truths of God’s word to yourselves. 
Earnestly beseech God, for Christ’s sake, not to with- 
draw from you the influences of his Spirit, but that they 
may thoroughly humble and renovate your hearts. Nor 
dare we conceal from you that unless you pray with sin- 
cerity, penitence, and faith, your prayers will not be ac- 
cepted. ‘Though you have no evidence that you can 
pray aright, you may not neglect prayer on this account. 
You must pray, and pray aright or perish. Make an 
unreserved surrender of yourselves entirely into the 
hands of God, realizing that if he should cast you off 
forever it is but your desert, and if he grants you salva- 
tion, it will be all of his mercy. 
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12 DAY OF SMALL THINGS. [ Jan. 
Of the dear youth, who may peruse this, and for whose 
benefit this work was particularly intended, we would af- 
fectiopately and solemnly inquire, Do some of you feel 
more impressed with what you read or hear ofa relig- 
ous nature than in times past? Do the prayers which 
are offered in your hearing inerease your solemnity ? Do_ 
you feel a disposition to visit your elosets to ery for mer- 
cy ? These are evidences that the Holy Spirit is striving 
with you. Despise not the day of small things in these 
strivings of the Spirit. As you value your immortal 
souls, do not seek to banish serious reflections. Do not 
defer to a more convenient season, what might be done 
immediately. Be in earnest now to secure an interest in 
Christ while a gentle gale of heavenly influence is felt. 
If the Holy Spirit be provoked to withdraw his awaken- 
ing and convincing influences, you may never again feel 
them. Our heart’s desire and prayer to God fur you, 
is that thisymay not be the unhappy case with any of you. 
Your pious friends are all deeply interested that this 
may not be the ease. Be persuaded then, immediately 
to yield your souls, to be moulded eutirely by the sacred 
influences of the divine Spirit, and rejoice pious hearts, 
rejoice all heaven, by your penitence and renovation. 

Here let us caution all not to mistake the awakening 
influences of the Spirit for his sanctifying influences. 
Remember that you must not only be awakened and con- 
vineed, but you must be renewed. The judge of quick 
and dead has decided, Hacept ye be Born oF THE Spirit 
ye eannot enter into the kingdom of God. Never rest 
in any thing short of being a New creature. 

But what shall we say to the careless and the stupid. 
Do not you despise both the day of small things and the 
day of great things, with others ? Do you not practically 
eare fur none of these things ? But is. this course justili- 
able? Is it wise ? Is it safe? You speculatively admit 
that you are the creatures of God. Are not you there- 
fore bound to love him and serve him continually ? When 
will you begin tu do this ? Behold, now is the accepted 
time. You admit that you must die and appear before 
the bar of God. When will you begin to prepare for 
those solemn hastening seenes ? Behold now is the day 
of salvation. ‘he Holy Ghost saith, 'To-pay if ye will 
hear his voice, harden not your hearts. 
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One word more and we have done. 

All means of grace are in themselves small things for 
effecting the salvation of souls. But some are compara- 
tively mighty through the efficient agency ef the Holy 
Spirit. The Gospel, faithfully and solemnly preached, 
is mighty through God for demolishing in the world‘and 
in the individual heart the kingdom of sin and Satan,— 
bringing every thought into captivity to the ebedience 
of Christ. Sermons, tracts, and periodical publications 
from the press, though oeeupying a humbler place, are 
often blessed as co-operative means in the economy of 
grace. With the work which we here present to the 
public, it is a day of small things. But if showers of 
useful contributions should be atiraected to its pages, and 
the sunshine of patronage, extended to its circulation, 
we hope this light soil may produce some piety and  vir- 
tue among the young; and it is our hearts desire that it 
may be increased to thirty, sixty, and even a hundred fold. 


—_—_— ———— 


ORIGINAL BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES, 


Biography, if tolerably written, is well adapted to instruct and 
edify all ages, and especially the young. We propose, fre- 
quently, to give biographical sketches, some of which, like 
the following, will be original ; others selected. 


DANIEL. 


IMMENSE sacrifices and efforts have been made by 
mankind, to immortalize themselves. The avenues to 
the temple of Fame have been thronged with her vota- 
ries. Among these, some have expected that their names 
would be perpetuated in her records by the arevmula- 
ton of riches, some by a display of magnificence and 
splendour in their mansions er ‘equipage, some by mili- 
tary exploits, and some by munificent benefactions to 
public institutions. Others have takena humbler, yet 
surer road to the attainment of worldly fame : They have 
wearied the flesh with much study by the midnight 
lamp ; they have thirsted for the name of being eminently 
learned, and they have had their reward. But what 


are all the eulogies of worldly fame which mortals éver 
8d Edit. g 
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received, compared with the heavenly testimony given 


to Daniel; —O MAN GREATLY BELOVED. This proph- 


et’s history is worthy of being minutely examined. We 
must however limit ourselves to some general outlines 
and.a few striking incidents in his history. 

When Nebuchadnezzar invaded Judea, in the reign of 
Jehoiakim, he imposed on the Jewish monarch a tribute, 
he carried a part of the treasures of the temple to Baby- 
lon, and gave orders that some of the seed royal, some 
princes, and some other youths, distinguished for their 
science and wisdom, should be carried to his own court. 
Among the youths thus selected, were Daniel, Hanani- 
ah, Mishael and A zariah. 

Whether these young men were among the nobility or 
not, they were among those in repute for learning. This 
little band were all ardently pious; and their hearts 
were firmly knit together in brotherly love. Though 
the other three will be had in everlasting remembrance, 
for their attachment to the cause of God, in opposition to 
idolatry, yet Daniel filled the most conspicuous place. 
He was the person singled ont to receive the honour- 
able testimony ** O man greatly beloved.” 

There were traits in this prophet ’s character which 
rendered, him amiable and lovely in the estimation of all 
discerning men with whom he was conversant. His great 
wisdom united with modesty and affability endeared him 
to many. In the courts of several successive sovereigns 
he held a high rank, And it deserves to be remembered, 
that EARLY PIETY exacts a tribute of respect even from 
the irreligous. 

But the phrase GREATLY BELOVED expressed the moral 
feelings of Jehovah towards Daniel. So distinguished a 
testimony in his favoor may well lead us to inquire wny 
he was beloved of God, and wHaT ADVANTAGES result- 
ed from it. 

Let us consider rourR reasons WHY DANIEL was great- 
ly beloved of God. He was eminent for his sopriety, 
his HUMILITY, his DEvoTrIon, and his InTEGRITY. 

Daniel was eminent for his sonriety. Inthe season 
of youth there are peculiar temptations to lightness, 
vanity and self-indulgence. This was the reason why 
the inspired preacher used a sacred irony in addressing 
yoush. “Rejoice O young man, in thy youth, and let 
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thy heart cheer thee in the days of thy youth, and walk 
in the wavs of thine heart,and in the sight of thine 
eyes ; but know thou, that for all these things God will 
bring thee into judgment.” This was the reason why 
Paul instrueted Timothy “ Exhort young men to be so- 
ber minded.” ‘This virtue of sobriety Daniel early man- 
ifested by refusing to gratify his appetites and passions, 
at the expense of his understanding and his heart. At 
his suggestion, he and his three pious companions, 
obtained permission of their keeper, the prince of the 
king’s eunuchs, to make an experiment for ten days 
whether they could not be more healthy and fairer, 
by using a vegetable diet, and drinking pure water, 
than by feasting on the high seasoned flesh and drink- 
ing the wine which had heen devoted to their use. 

The result proved that abstemiousness in food and 
drink, is more favourable to bodily health, to mental 
vigour, aad to personal comeliness, than luxurious living 
or the free use of fermented spirits. Itis reeorded as 
an imperishable honour in the history of Daniel that he 
chose plain living, because the glory of God, and his 
own usefulness, could be most promoted by it, when 
his own appetites and the king’s commandment were on 
the side of his self-indulgenee. Like'the pious son of 
Jacob, he chose self-denial, rather than to sin against 
God. The duties of sobriety and self-cenial are so 
frequently and so strongly inculeated in the Scriptures, 
that we may here discern one important reason why 
this youthful prophet was beloved of God. 

Another reason for this was, that Daniel was eminent 
for his numitiry. Notwithstanding the distinguished 
honours which were lavished upon him by men, we 
find nothing in his history whieh indicates pride, but 
much which proves him humble. And when so many 
feinptations from without, and the common nature of 
depraved men within, were opposed to the exercise of 
humikity in him, it was the more acceptable to God. 

But when we reflect on the peculiar wisdom, and 
supernatural prescience, with which he was favoured of 
God, we may still more admire his deep humility. After 
the Lord had in answer to prayer, revealed to him the 
dream of Nebuchadnezzar, we hear him diselaiming 
all merit, in this remarkably modest language to the king, 
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“Put as for me, this secretis not revealed to me for 
any wisdom, in that I have more than any living, but for 
the sake of others.” When called by Belshazzar, to 
read the portentous characters inscribed by the hand 
of an invisible being, and promised the highest honours 
and immunities beneath the crown royal, he answered 
the king, “let thy gifts be to thyself, and give thy 
rewards to another, yet I will read the writing unto the 
king, aud make known the interpretation.” But Daniel’s 
humility is most conspicuous in the language which he 
was accustomed to use in prayer. Observe the deep 
contrition manifested by this holy prophet, when seeking 
the Lord God in behalf of the desolations of Zion, “* We 
have sinned and have committed iniquity, and have done 
wickediy and have rebelled, even by departing from thy 
precepts and from thy judgments. O Lord righteousness 
belongeth unto thee, but unto us eonfusion of face as 
ai this day.”’ Here we diseover the same deep self- 
abasement which our Lord commended inthe publican. 

The elear discoveries which Daniel had of the infi- 
nite purity of God, made him habitually feel his own 
unworthiness andl vileness, and these considerations 
tended to keep him truly humble. Even when his envi- 
ous and malicious enemies, had plotted his destruction, 
we find neither imprecations nor criminations in his 
meek lips. The Scriptures assure us, that God resist- 
eth the proud, but giveth more grace to the humble. 
** For thus saith the High and Lofty One, that inhabit- 
eth eternity, whose name is Holy, f dwell in the high 
and holy place, with him also that is of a contrite and 
humble spirit, to revive the spirit of the humble, and to 
revive the heart of the contrite ones.” These feelings 
of Jehovah towards eontrite souls, diselose an impor- 
tant reason why the humble Daniel was a man greatly 
beloved of God. 

But Daniel was a man eminently prvorionan. He 
was sincerely and ardently attached to the study of the 
Inspired writiugs which were then possessed. His study 
of the Seriptures excited a lively spirit of prayer, and 
again prayer brought him back to the law of the Lord 
with delight. No trait in Daniel’s character is more 
prominent than his prayerful ness. 


When the king’s displeasure against his magicians, 
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exposed all the reputed wise men of Babylon to be slain; 
Daniel with his three pious companions spent much time 
in fervent prayer to God, and were answered in merey. 

When Daniel understood by the writings of the prophet 
Jeremiah that seventy years were appointed to humble 
the Jews,in the desolation of their holy and their beaatiful 
house, where their ttn er God, and : that 
these years were nearly expired, “ He set his face unto 
the Lord God, to seek by prayer and supplication with 
fasting, and sackloth and ashes.” A- knowledge that 
God had purposes, quickened hia to pray fervently for 
their accomplishment, Indeed-we find repeated men-: 
tion made of the prayers and fastings-of this: holy man. 
of God. But what establishes his character beyond all: 
doubt as one eminently devotional, is the faet that no 
fear of the king’s decree against calling on Ged; and: no 
apprehensions of danger from being thrown inte: a den: 
of lions, could deter him from his accustomed devotions. 
For “ when: Daniel knew that the writing was signed, : 
he went into his house, and his window being open: in 
his chamber towards Jerusalem, he kneeled upon his 
knees three times a-day, and prayed and gave thanks to 
God.” He knew that it was his-daty to pray, and 
he decided’ to: obey God, rather than man, and leave. 
the consequetces to the disposal of him who: dees all: 
things well. Such unshaken confidence. in. God, pro- 
ducing prompt and cheerful obedience and exciting. 
new fervours in his petitions and praises to. the Most 
High, might lead’ us to the conclusion, that-he was. 
greatly beloved of God. | 

Finatty; Daniel was eminent for his inrecrity.. 
It seems to have been his habitual study, to render unto: 
Cesar the things thatare Cesar’s, and unto God the. 
things that are God’s. 

To each of the sovereigns who were favoured with his: 
eounsels, he rendered the respect and affection of a dutiful 
subject. He could without flattery give honour to whom: 
honour was due. Bnt.he understood the dignity of the 
prophetie office: and was too entirely under the guid- 
anve of the Holy Spirit, not to faithfully deelare the 
whole eounsel of God, whether pleasing or painful to: 
tis fellow men. When interpreting a dream of Nebn- 
thadnezzar’s, he guve this bold and faithful adviete 
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“ Wherefore O king let my counsel be acceptable unto : 
thee, and break off thy sins by righteousness, and thine , 
iniquities by shewing mercy unto the poor, if it may be 
a leugthening of thy tranquillity.” When expounding the 
writing on the wall toa dissolute sovereign, he useda 
similar degree of bold fidelity. ‘ [his is the interpreta- 
tion of the thing. Mune, God hath numbered thy king. 
dom and finished it. Texe., thou art weighed in the 
balance, and fonnd wanting. Peres, thy kingdom is 
divided, and given to the Medes and Persians.” There 
was 4 holy integrity of character in this prophet, which 
led him to speak the messages of God plainly, whatever 
might be the result to himself. And here is a rourTH 
reason why he was a man greatly beloved of God. 

A consideration of the anvanraces which resulted to 
Daniel, from being greatly beloved of God, must be de- 
ferred till our next Number. 








FOOTSTEPS OF THE FLOCK. 


IT is generally admitted, that the hopes of the State 
and of the Church are suspended on the young; but in 
practice this is extensively overlooked. Yet to this sub- 
ject, the attention of the pious, especially of pious min- 
isters, has been much direeted in past ages. It is true, 
indeed, that a century ago, they were not blessed with 
Sabbath-schools: but then every pious family was a 
schogl for religious instruction on the Sabbath. There 
was not thea so much systematic attention bestowed on 
childhood as is nuw bestowed in many parts of New- ye 
England, but there was much more attempted and done 4 
for yours who had past the seenes of childhood :—youth a 
from fourteen years old up to manhood. Evidence of . 
this exists in the fact that President Willard’s * Body 
of Divinity” is composed of Lectures on the Cateehism, 
delivered to rourn. Additional evidence is found ine 
Prince’s “ Christian History,” which is now open before . 
us. An extract from this scaree work we will present 
to our readers. 

* In the spring of 1721, the eight ministers who carri- 
ed on the public lecture, taking into consideration the le- 
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mentable defect of piety among our young people, agreed 
to preach a course of sermons at the lecture to them. 

The: audiences were considerably crowded: and while 

the word of God was loudly. sounding, he: lifted up: his. 
awful rod, by sending the small-pox into the town, which 
began to spread ‘to our general consternation ; searee a 

quarter of the people being thought to have had it ; and 

none of the numerous: youth under eighteen years of age, 

it being so many years since that fatal pestilence pre- 

vailed among us.. ‘The sermons were quickly printed, 

with another added by the venerable Dr. Increase Ma- 

ther, for further benefit. Many of the younger people 

especially, were then greatly awakened ; and many hun- 

dreds of them, quickly after, swept inte eternity.”’ 

From this extraet it will be seen, that the effeets of 
those faithful labours corresponded with the means. 
used. 

Both the plan and the execution: were judicious. An 
obliging clerical friend has favoured us with a loan of 
this course of sermons on EARLY PIETY. We will here 
give their table of contents, and in some future Number 
of our work, will introduee some extracts from them. 


SERMON 1.—The Pious Parent’s Wishes.—By Dr. 
Cotton MATHER. 

Il. The Nature of Early Piety, as it respects God.— 
By Mr. Wapswortu. 

Ili. Early Piety, as it respects Men.—By Mr. Cor- 
MAN. 


IV. Early Piety, as it respects Ourselves.—By Myr. 
SEWALL. 

V. The Obligations to Early Piety.—By Mr. Prixce. 

VI. The Advantages of Early Piety.—By Mr. Wes 

VII. Objections Answered.—By Mr. Coorrr. 

VIII. Exvhortations and Directions to Young People.— 
By Mr. Foxcrorr. 

1X. Advice to the Children of Godly Ancestors.—By 
ithe Reverend and 4ged IncreasE Matuer. 


. 


We are fully convinced that the period of youth, 
from fifteen to manhood, is peculiarly favourable to re- 
ligious improvement. We do believe that this périod is 
Jamentably negleeted, in most congregations in New-Eng- 
land. We do feel that more ought to be attempted, and 





20 "ADVICE TO AN APPRENTICE. (Jam. 


that more may be effected with them. We wish it to be 
distinetly anderstood, that our labours will be principally 
directe. to benefit that class in the community, which 
has risen above childhood. 

The attention of several ministers in Boston has been 
recently, and suceessfully, turned to their youth. We 
bid them: God-speed; and we would gladly arouse aH 
the ministers in this Commonwealth, and in sister States, 
to go and do likewise. The objeetistmrortant. Itis 
PRACTICABLE. ‘They will find a BLEssiNG in it. 

We hupe these few remarks. may provoke abler pens 
to do justice to the subject, in our future pages. At any 
rate, we are determined, that it shall not quietly sleeps 
if our feeble efforts can prevent it.. 





ADVICE TO AN APPRENTICE, IN A LETTER FROM: 
THE REV. MR. HERVEY. 


The following Letter, extracted from the pages of the Cottage 
Magazine, where it is said to be original, we trust will 
prove interesting and profitable to some of our Readers. 


Dear BrorHer, 

I. Find you are in London looking out fora trade and’ 
master to set yourself to. I hope you pray earnestly to 
God, to guide you in your choice by his infinite wisdom, 
He only knows what kind of employment will be best for: 
you; in what family or neighbourhood you will have 
most helps. and encouragements to holiness; where you 
will be most exposed to temptation. to evil company 
and to an early corruption. ‘Therefore remember what 
you have learned in the third chapter of Proverbs, and 
now above all other times, put in practice, “ In all thy 
ways acknowledge him and he shall direct thy paths.” 
Beseech the all-wise God to go before you in this weighty 
undertaking, and to lead you to sucha master, and te: 
settle you in such a place where you may the most ad- 
vantageous)y work out your salvation. Desire also our 
honoured mother to have a great regard to your soul, 
and the things that make for its welfere in putting you: 
out. Let it be inquircd not only whether such a trades- 
man be a man of substance and credit, but whether also. 
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he be a man of religion and godliness. Whether he be 
a Jover of good people, a wt frequenter of the church ; 
whether his children be nurtured and educated in the 
fear of the Lord, whether family prayer be daily offered 
up in his house, whether he believes that the souls of his. 
servants are committed to his trust, and that he will be 
answerable for the neglect of them at the judgment seat. 
It will be sadly hazardous, to venture yourself under the 
roof of any person, who is not furnished with these prin- 
ciples, or is a stranger to these practices. But, if he be 
quite contrary to all these ; a despiser of God and good- 
ness,wholly devoied to earnal pleasure and worldly gain, 
if he not only omit the religious eare of his household, 
but also set them a wicked and corrupt example, let no- 
thing induce you to enter into his service. A lewd, drink- 
ing, swearing, cheating master, will be sure to disregard 
the sobriety and purity of your behaviour, and very likely 
19 corrupt it. ‘To have his disorderly carriage daily 
before your eyes, will be as dangerous as to lodge in a 
plague-house. ‘Therefore let no consideration of profit or 
advantage, or of any other sort, prevail with you to be- 
come apprentice to such an-one. If you do, depend upon: 
it you breathe the tainted air, and it is much but you 
eateh the deadly infection. After you are bound to a. 
master, you must be as diligent in doing your duty to liim, 
as you should be of examining into his charaeter before 
you are bound. As If have given you my advice concern- 
ing the latter of these particulars, I faney you will not 
take itamiss, if I give you some directions concerning the 
former. Assoon as you are bound, you are at your mas- 
ter’s, and not at your own disposal. He has a right to 
your hands, your strength, and all that you cando. He 
becomes a sort of parent to you, and though not a natural, 
~~ a civil father You are also obliged, not only by the 
aws of your country, and the tenor of your indenture, but 
by the fifth commandment of God, to pay him all due snb- 
mission and honour. ‘To do this is a most material part 
of your duty as a Christian, as well as your undeniable 
debt as an apprentice. It is required of you by God, in 
holy Seripture; and you must not once imagine that you 
do what is pleasing to him, unless van conseientiously 
erform it. Now that you may know what it is that your 
master will expect from you, and what it is that the Lord: 
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hath enjoined you, with regard to him, remember that it 
consists, first, in reverenee to his person: secondly, in 
obedience to his commands ; and thirdly, in faithfulness 
in his business. 

First, In reverence to his person. You must esteem 
him very highly, for his superiority’s sake, and the re- 
semblance he bears to God. For God who made you and 
has an uncontrolable power over you, has communicated 
some of that power to your master, so that vou are to 
Jook upon him as the representative, in some sort, of the 
Divine Majesty, and invested with some of his authority. 
Accordingly Saint Paul says, (4 Tim. vi. 4.) you must 
count him worthy of al! honour; all. that is, internal and 
external; that of the actions and words. as well as that 
ofthe heart. It is not enough to maintain a worthy 
estimation inwardly, hy behaving yourself very oblig- 
a ingly to him before his face: but also by speaking very 
t respectfully of him behind his back. If you should 
diseern failings and infirmities in bim, you must by no 
means divulge thein, or make yourself merry with them, 
much less must you dare to set light by any of his orders. 
Whatever you have reason to think will grieve. or 
displease him, will be prejudicial or offensive to him,. 
that you must cautiously forbear. 


[Remainder hereafter.] 











CATACOMBS OF PARIS. 





Some account of these subterranean chambers “ full of dead Be 
men’s bones,” may perhaps be interesting to the readers of mi 
Tue Monitor. The one subjoined. is given by an Amer- 
ican who visited them in the years 1819 and 1820. 


I Have again visited the Catacombs. They lie under 
the southern division of the eity, which having furnish- 
ed stone for the buildings and public edifices, is hollow- 
ed out to an alarming extent. When the grave yards 
ef Paris were suppressed in 1778, the bones were car- 
ried to these excavations, and arranged with the most 
admirable order and symmetry, in chambers formed for 
them by the chisel of the architeet. Having provided 












Ph 


1823. } SCRAP OF NATURAL HISTOR? 23 


eurselves with a guide and wax tapers, we deseénded a 
long flight of steps, at the bottom of which commence 
the galleries and rooms. It is astonishing with what 
gloomy pomp this temple of death is arranged. The 
largest bones piled with much symmetry and in compart- 
ments sustain the smaller ones, which are thrown behind. 
The number of dead bodies which have furnished these 
bones are estimated at three millions! The walk which 
we made in the midst of them, appeared about two miles 
in extent. Lines drawn onthe ceiling of the galleries 
guide the subterranean traveller in his melancholy walk, 
Nor is it then unattended with danger. A young man 
not long since attempted to explore the long drawn 
aisles and fretted vault without a guide, his taper soon 
failed him; and after some months he was found dead 
on a stone with bis hands lifted up in the attitude of 
prayer. ‘The bones of those who lie here are piled up 
without distinction of rank, wealth or beauty. The 
deep excavations which contain them undermine a large 
part of the French metropolis. Yet thousands of its 
gay inhabitants sit down to eat and drink and rise up 
to play, thoughtless of the awful precipice which is di- 
rectly beneath them, and the thinness of the partition 
which seperates them from it.” 

Important reflections might be made on this brief 
account of the Catacombs of Paris ; but we must omit 
them for the present, and perhaps connect them with 
some fuiure account of the more extensive Catacombs 
of Egypt and Rome. 





REMARKABLE INSTINCT. 


An obliging Literary Friend has furnished us with the follow- 
ing interesting Scrap of Natural History. 


THE nests of birds are made with inimitable skill and 
ingenuity, 


There is a bird in India, of the Loxia species, that 
constructs a pendulous nest, in a curious manver; with 


grass very closely woven, and which is suspended to thew)” jag 


limb of a tree, in the form of a bag. ‘The entranced 
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by ahole at the bottom. The place for the deposit of 
the eggs is midway up ; and forms a projection or swel- 
ling in the side. ' | 

It has been found that the occasion, of this mode of 
building, is to avoid the depredations of a small kind of 
lizard, which climbs the tree, and-would pilfer the eggs, 
or destroy the young; but descending the outside of the 
nest for this purpose, and attempting to turn and go up 
to the inner lodging, the filaments of grass, which are 
quite loose at the bottom, and cannot suppert the weight 
of the intended plunderer, give way, and fet him fall to 
the ground, 

What is most remarkable is, that the same birds mi- 
grate, to pass the rainy, or winter season, in the Islands : 
and there, not being exposed to the same enemy, build a 
cup nest. How wonderful is this instinct! 








THOUGHTS ON ELEMENTARY PRINCIPLES OF NATURAL 
PHILOSOPHY. 


PuiLosopny is a word, which to many minds, sug- 
gests the ideas of abstruse and deep speculations, such 
us none but men of extensive research in science ean 
understand. ‘This prevents numbers from ever seekin 
a variety and extent of information which they might 
acquire. But the etymology of the word certainly presents 
nothing forbidding. It implies no more than the Love 
of wispom. And youths whose attainments in science 
are very limited may still have a love and a Turrsr for 
knowledge. Where these exist, Philosophy is not 
beyond the reach. 





Lo an! ingenuous and reflecting mind, even the rudi- |} 
ments of Natural Philosophy are very attractive: The | 


existence and infinite divisibility of matter, with the | 


grand physical laws of the universe, afford subjects of 
interesting research to the inquisitive mind. The organs 


Fai 


of sensation are constantly receiving impressions from | 


“thout us. ‘These impressions are produced by matter. © 


* came matter into existence ? Nothing ean produce 


~.—We have seen matter changing its forms and 
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combinations: but who has in reality seen any increase 
or diminution of it ? Man cannot produce one new par- 
ticle of matter. A power greater than man must have 
created it. Its infinite divisibility, displays unsearcha- 
ble wisdom. | Conceive of a particle of matter as sma ll 
as you please, it must have an upper and an under sur- 
face, and must therefore be pronounced divisible, though 
it were too minute for instruments to divide. But goid 
may be beaten astonishingly thin, and divided into parts 
incaleulably numerous it viewed by a microscope.— 
Still Jehovah has divided matter into parts inconceivably 
smaller. ‘Think of the smallest fly you eversaw. ‘That 
insect had a heart with arteries and veins and blood cir- 
culating in them.—That insect had a brain and nerves 
with organs of sensation through which it received actu- 
al enjoyment. Now a microseope will show you innu- 
merable myriads of insects, a thousand times smaller 
than the gnat which we have considered. But like that 
they all have s.milar parts and fluids and enjoyments. 
How great the condescension and benevolence of the In- 
finite source of being, to create, to sustain, and to impart 
enjoyment, to such immensely diversified species of di- 
minutives, too small for man’s organs of vision, unassisted 
by glasses.—If our hearing could be assisted as much as 
our sight, we might hear the hum of these insects. But 
if we could, it might only gratify our curiosity. Yet he 
who hears the young lions when they roar and seek their 
meat from God, hears insects’ nates of waut and sends 
supplies. 

As small as the particles of matter must be, to eircu- 
late through the veins of such litile inseets, the particles 
of light are vastly smaller. And yet, for aught we can 
tell, each particle of light may be the abode of life and 
conscious enjoyment. But if the scale of created exist- 
ence descends so much below us, may it not ascend as 
much above us? May not the planet Jupiter be iahahit- 
ed by creatures whose corporeal frames bear the same 
psvrentien to the size of that planet, which ours do to 

he size of this earth ? and may not ereated intellectual 
capacities as much exceed ours as these do the capaci- 
ties of the smalhist creature of which we have any con- 
ception? May not an angel be supposed to exist, whose 


intellect ean take in at one view as many material 
3d Edit. 3 ) 
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worlds as oureyes ean take in particles of light ? And 
a higher order of intelligences may as much exceed this 
angel in mind, as he exceeds us. And is it not possible, 
that our intellectual capacities, may hereafter be expand- 
ed incalculably beyond what we have here conceived to 
be possessed by the highest order of creatures ? But even 
then the INFINITE MIND willbe inFinrTELy GREatT- 
er than all created minds united. Who then can by 
searching find out God! Who can find out the Almighty 
to perfection ? 

Again. When we contemplate some of the physical 
laws of matter we may well be filled with admiration. 
Simplicity characterizes all the operations of the Al- 
mighty Architect. This is abundantly perceptible in 
the tendencies sf matter, An unknown something ecall- 
ed arrraction, binds together the particles of matter 
of which the earth is composed, and all the smaller 
bodies which are near it. ‘This tendency of matter to 
eohere, is a principle which alike keeps together the 
partieles of which my penknife is composed, and those 
of which my body is composed. It is the same principle 
which prevents the inhabitants of different sides of the 
globe from being thrown from its surface. All things on 
earth tend te each other and still mere forcibly towards 
the centre. 

But this same principle operates still more extensively. 

UNIVERSAL GRAVITATION, binding together the so- 
far system,and regulating all the mighty movements of 
the a bodies which compose it, is one simple 
principle. ‘Yet of that principle we can from natural 
philosophy learn nothing except its effects. ‘We can 
demonstrate the existence of such an uniform tenden- 
cy in particles of matter and in spherical planets 
with their attendant satelites, and we ean discern how 
it contributes to the actual circumstances of those bod- 
ies while revolving around their own axes and around 
one common centre. Here reason and science must stop. 
Unassisted they can earry the investigation no further. 
But Revelation acquaints us that these laws are but 
the all pervading presence and efficiency of Him who 
worketh all things after the counsel a his own will. 


Were the efficient agency of the! Eternal suspended 
but for a moment, the particles of our bodies would 
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separate and disappear and all material existence 
‘ would rush back to its original nothing. 

Here the reflection occurs, that what gravitation is in 
the solar system, Love isin the MoRAL UNIVERSE. AIF 
worlds and all intelligences,that feel its influence, are 
attracted and beund to one common centre and to each 
other. In proportion as it is felt, it eauses every moral ' 
affection to revolve around the throne of the Errerwatr, 
and attunes to orderand harmony all moral action in 4 
the diversified spheres and relations ef moral agents. 
It is alike adapted to all cireamstanees, all worlds, and 
all intelligenees. A principle so unlimited im its ex- 
tent, and so uncireumseribed in the felicities which it 
bestows, must be imperishable in its nature. For should 
love cease. net only would all the social endearments 
on earth become extinet, but silence and death would 
overspread creation; and eyen the THIRD HEAVEN would 
be shaken to its centre. 

Thoughts on elementary principles of Natural Phi- 
Yosophy will be resumed in future Numbers. 
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HERSCHEL’S HISTORY OF THE SUN. 


This star of the first magnitude, in the Astronomical 
liorizon, has proposed a very ingenious theory respeciing 
the sun. 1 may be interesting to eur youthful readers 
to learn it. though we must assure them, that it rests on 
no firmer basis than plausible conjectures. Dr. Herschel 
supposes, that the body of the sun is dark, but surround. 
ed with two strata of luminous clouds. ‘The upper stra- 
tum is the fountain head of that lightand heat, which 
| are diffused throughout the solarsystem. A second stra- 
y __tum of loose clouds, defends the body of the sua from 
BA that intense light and heat, which must otherwise be cons 
tinually poured upon it. He econeludes, that what are 
called spots on the sun, some of which are occasionally 
so large, as to be seen with the naked eye, are but open- 
ings in these luminous clouds, through which the opaque 
~ _ body of thesun then appears. This theory is favoura- 
| ble to the opinion that the material universe is full of 
conscious existence, and that the sun, as well as the plar- 
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ets, mav be inhabited. Suppose we pursue the hypoth- 
esisof Dr. Eliot, published in the Gentleman’s Magazine 
almost forty yearsago; a hypothesis in which he and 
Dr. Herschel, and some Indian tribes, on this Continent, 
seem remarkably to coincide, that the body ef the sun, 
may be the habitation of intelligent beings. The Natives 
indeed supposed, that good Indians would go there after 
death, and find pleasant seasons. plenty of game, and 
uninterrupted enjoyment. While the Astronomers, we 
have named suppose it has its own order of intelligences. 

The inner stratum of clouds may exist there, as a veil 
and sereen for inhabitants under it. It is certainly con- 
eeivable that He, who adapted man’s constitution to this 
world, could adapt a eonstitation to each of the planets ; 
to the temperature of Herschel, twenty-five times colder 
than ours; to the heat of Mercury, seven times greater 
than on earth: and to the surface of the sun’s body, what- 
ever may be the temperature there. If there are inhab- 
itants in the sun, they bave perpetual day,and unebang- 
ing summer. They are encompassed with the effulgence 
which darts to such immense distance eheering light and 
genial warmth.  Vicissitudes like those on earth are un- 
known to them. ‘When some opening admits, they can 
glanee a look at the lower worlds, which revolve around 
their abode. ‘Yhey ean view them in their true position. 
Bat commonly they must have all their powers of vis- 
ion concentrated on their own glorious horizon. 

We love to think of all the stars as centres for revolv- 
ing planets, and all the material universe, as peopled 
with rational intelligenees. It fills the mind with vast 
and sublime ideas of the Divine perfections ; yet we must 
not pronounce an opinion on the subject with too much 
confidence. If Almighty leve spread out these visible 
heavens, called into existence innumerable solar systems, 
merely as scenery for this little world, the work was not 
unworthy of a God. As Christians, we believe that Je- 
hovah has done immensely more for insect worms, on this 
little planet, than to have created seventy millions of 
suns, to decorate their evening sky. and elevate their 
conceptions of the ETERNAL. This little spot of all his 
creation, has been wet with the tears and blood of his 
Son. But we will cease to pursue“this hypothesis, ex- 
cept to illustrate revealed truth. | 
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“ The Lord God is a sun.” Rays of intelligence, pu- 
rity, aud felicity, emanating from urM, are diffused more 
extensively than we can conceive. God however, is not 
only the tire and the ricut, of the universe, but its cen- 
tre also. Every thing morally good, revolves in orbits, 
impelled and attracted by his influence. Yet while his 
efficient agency is felt throughout his own immensity, still 
his peculiar glory beams with its brighsest effulgence in 
heaven. The pious are said, not only to have God dwell 
in them, but to pwELL tn Gop. Conceive of heaven, as 
that blest abode, where they need not the light of the sun, . 
the Lord God and the Lamb, being a divine effulgence 
encircling all the celestial inhabitants. There they have: 
no alternation of light and darkness, heat and eold, joy 
and sorrow. Allis nicur, and Love, and RAPTURE..- 
Occasional glimpses of inferior worlds, may be had in 
the abodes of glory, but their true magnitudes and eir- 
cumstances, are there rightly estimated... Yet the glory 
of their own eternal home absorbs every other considera- 
tion. The Inrinire One, even there so veils his glories, 
as not to overpower their immortal vision, and that is. 
adapted to the ineffable glory with which it is surround. 
ed. Here the reflection involuntarily arises ;—how soon : 
EACH OF us Shall be inheriting all this glory, or sinking. 
under the blackness of darkness forever. 








SURVEY OF MISSIONARY STATIONS. - 


We intend giving in THe Montrror, brief summaries and ex-~ 
tracts of Missionary Intelligence, not as a substitute for more 
able and full accounts on so interesting a subject ; but to lend 
our Co-operation in these beneficent labours. We shall pre- 
cede the intelligence we give of missions established by the 
American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions, by 
Inserting in our first Number, a Concise, but able survey of 
Missionary Stations and Labourers, under their direction, 
which we copy from the last Missionary Hera'd This 
Board was instituted in 1810; and though it was then a day 
of small things with its operations, it has advanced to a com- 
Manding station in the field of benevolent enterprize. 


_“ Tae Board has established Missions in the order of 
time in which they are now named, at Bombay, and Cey- 
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lon, among the Cherokees, Choctaws, and the Chero- 
kees of the Arkansaw; at the Sandwich Islands; and in 


Western Asia. 


I. MISSION AT BOMBAY. 

This mission became fixed in 1814. 1{ was commenes 
ed by Messrs. Hall, Newell, and Wott. Messrs. Bard- 
well, Graves, Nichols, and Garret, joined it at different 
periods since that time. Mr. Newell died of the cholera 
morbus, May 30,1821. Messrs. Mott and Bardwell re- 
turned to this country en account of ill health. The 
mission has three stations ; Bombay, Mahim, and Tannak, 

Bombay.—A large city on an island of the same 
name. Itis the capital of all the British possessions on 
the western side of the peninsula, and is the primary 
seat of the mission. Rey. Gordon Hall, missionary. 
Mr. James Garret, printer. 

Mahim.—Six miles from Bombay, on the north side of 
the island. Rev. Allen Graves, missionary. 

Tannah.—The prineipal town on the island of Sal- 
sette, twenty-five miles from Bombay. Rev. John Vich- 
ols, missionary. 


II. MISSION IN CEYLON, 


This mission was established in the district of Jaffna, 
which is ia the northern extremity of the island of Cey- 
lon, October, 1816. The original missionaries were 
Messrs. Richards, Warren, Meigs, and Poor. Mr. War- 
ren died at Cape-'Town, in South Africa, Aug. 11, 1818, 
where he had gone for the benefit of his health. The 
mission has five stations ; Tillipally, Battacotta, Oodoo- 
ville, Panditeripo, and Maneppy. 

Tillipally.—Nine wiles north of Jaffnapatam. Rey. 
James Richards and Rev. Daniel Poor, missionaries. 
Nicholas Permander, Native preacher. 

Battacotta.—Six miles north-west of Jaffnapatam. 
Rey. Benjamin C. Meigs, and Rev. Henry Woodward, 
missionaries. Gabriel Tissera, Native preacher. 

Oolooville.—Five miles north of Jaffnapatam. Rev. 
Miron Winslow, missionary. Francis Maleappa, Native 

preacher. 
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Panditerripo.—Nine miles nerth-west of Jaffnapatam. 
Rey. John Scudder, M. D. missionary. George Koch, 
Native medical assistaat. 

Manepy.—Four miles and a half north-west of Jaffna- 
patam. Rev. Levi Spaulding, missionary. Philip Mat- 
thew, Native preacher. 


III. MISSION AMONG THE CHEROKEES, 


On the 13th of January, 1817, Mr. Kingsbury arrived 
at Chickamaugah, (since called Brainerd) and com-. 
menced preparations for an establishment there. ‘ The. 
weather was extremely cold for this climate.” says Mr. 
K. “ and I felt the want of comfortable Iedgings, having 
only a skin spread upon the floor, and a thin covering of 
blankets ; but my health was kindly preserved.”? Messrs. 
Hall and Williams soon after joined him. Several have 
been united to this mission, and, for various reasons, 
have left, whose names do not appear in this survey.— 
This mission has three stations ; Brainerd, Creek-path, 
and TFaloney. 

Brainerd.—The oldest station of the Board among the 
Indians. It is situated within the chartered limits of 
Tennesee, on the Chickamaugah ereek, two hundred and 
fifty miles north-west of Augusta; one hundred and fifty 
south-east of Nashville ; and one hundred and ten south- 
west of Knoxville. Rev. 4rd Hoyt, superintendent and 
missionary; Rev. Daniel S. Butricic and Rey. William 
Chamberlain, missionaries; Dr. Elizur Butler, physi- 
cian; Messrs. 4bijah Conger, Joseph Vail, John C. Els- 
worth, Erastus Dean, Sylvester Ellis, and Ainsworth E. 
Blunt, assistant missionaries; and John Arch, a convert- 
ed Cherokee, interpreter. 

Creek-path.—QOne hundred miles west-south-west of 
Brainerd. A_ school was established here in April, 
1820. Rev. William Potter, missionary. At this station, 
Catherine Brown, a converted Cherokee, is employed as 
a teacher. 

Laloney.—Sixty-two miles south-east of Brainerd, on 
what is called the “ Federal Road.” A school was es- 
tablished herein May, 1820. Messrs. Moody Hall and 
flenry Parker, assistant missionaries. 
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Iv. MISSION AMONG THE CHOCTAWS. 


The mission among the Cherokees being in successful 
operation, Mr. Kingsbary and Mr. Williams left Brai- 
nerd, about the first of June, 1819, for the Choctaw na- 
tion. ‘Chey selected a scite for their station, and about 
the 15th of August, felled the first tree. ‘“ The place 
was entirely new. and covered with lofty trees ; but the 
ancient mounds, which here and there appeared, showed 
that it had been once the habitation of men.” ‘The sta- 
tion was named Eliot, m honour of the “Apostle of the 
American Indians.” The mission has now four stations $ 
Eliot, Mayhew, the French Camps, and the Long Prairies. 

Eliot.— Within the chartered limits of the state of 
Mississippi; on the Yalo-Busha creek ; about forty miles . 
above its junction with the Yazoo; four hundred west- 
south-west of Brainerd; and one hundred and forty-five 
from the Walnut Hills. Mr. Cyrus Byington, licensed 
preacher and missionary; Dr. W. Pride, physician ; and” 
Messrs. Joel Wood, Auson Dyer, Zechariah Howes, John 
Smith, and £lijah Bardwell, assistant missionaries. | 

Mayhew.—On the Qoktibbeha creek, twelve miles 
above its junction with the Tombighee, and one hundred 
miles east of Eliot. Commenced in the spring of 1820, 
Rev. Cyrus Kingsbury, superintendant of the Choctaw 
mission, and missionary: Rev, 4ifred Wright, missiona- 
ry; and Messrs. Calvin Cushman, William Hooper, Sam- 
uel Wisner, Philo P. Stewart, and David Remington, as- 
sistant missionaries. 

French-Camps.—A settlement on the Natches road. 
south-west of Mayhew. Mr. Loring’ S. Wiiliams, as- - 
sistant missionary. 

The Long-Prairies.x—Near where the line, which sep- 
arates the states of Mississippi and Alabama, intersects . 
the dividing line between the Choctaw country and the 
white settlements on the south; one hundred and fort 
miles south-easterly from Mayhew. Mr. Moses Jewell 
assistant missionary. 


V. MISSION AMONG THE CHEROKEES OF THE ARKANSAW. 


Commenced in 1820. There is only one station, called 
wight—On the west side of Illinois creek; four 
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miles north of the Arkansaw river; two hundred miles 
above the Arkansaw Post; and five hundred miles from 
the junction of Arkansaw with the Mississippi. Rev. 
Alfred Finney, and Rev. Cephas, Washburn, missionaries ; 
and Messrs. Jacob Hitchcock and James Orr, assistant 
niissionaries. 7 


VI. MISSION AT THE SANDWICH ISLANDS. 


Established in April 1820. It has two stations; Han- 
aroorah and Wymai. 

Hanaroorah.—On the Island of Woahoo. Rev. Hiram. 
Bingham and Rev. Asa Thurston, missionaries ; Messrs, 
Daniel Chamberlain and Elisha Loomis, assistant mission- 
aries; and Thomas Hopoo and John Honooree, native 
assistants. 

Wymai.—On the Island of Attooi, Messrs. Samuel 
Whitney and Samuel Ruggles, assistant missionaries 5 
and George Sandwich, Native assistant. 

On the 19th of November, Rey. William Richards, 
Rev. Charles S. Stewart, and Rev. 4rtemas Bishop, mis- 
sionaries; Dr. Abraham Blatchely, physician; Messrs. 
Joseph Goodrich and James Ely, lieensed preachers, and 
assistant missionaries; Mr. Levi Chamberlain, superin- 
tendent of secular concerns, and assistant missionary 5 
and four Natives of the Sandwich Islands, embarked at 
New-Haven, (Conn.) to jein the mission at the Islands. 


VII. MISSION TO PALESTINE, 


The first missionaries, Messrs. Fisk and Parsans, ar- 
rived at Smyrna, in January, 1820. Rey. Pliny Fisk 
and Rev. Daniel Temple, missionaries. Rev. Jonas 
King, missionary, who has been residing at Paris, for 
the sake of the literary advantages of that city, (see Mis.. 
Herald, vol. xviii. p. 355,) has probably joined this mis- 
sion by this time. He proposes to continue in the mission 
three years. 


Rev. William Goodell and Rev. Isaac Bird, missiona- 
ries, embarked at New-York, in the early part of last 
month, fur the mission in Western Asia,?? 
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IN this Number we have only room to remark, that 
the intelligence from the Ceylon, Choctaw, and Sandwich 
Islands missions, given in the last Herald, proves them 
in a progressive and prosperous condition. | 

The embarcation at New-Haven, of the reinforcement 
to the Sandwich Islands mission, must have been a scene 
peculiarly interesting and impressive. 





PSE Ee 


A Worthy Baptist brother Editor has kindly promised 
us a sketch of the .Wissions, Stations, and labourers, un- 
der the Baptist Board of Missions. When this is re- 
ceived, we shall insert it for the convenience of reference 
in the intelligence we may give from their missionaries. 

We have brief notices prepared, respecting the Amer- 
jean Edueation Society,—the Boston Young Men’s Aux- 
iliary Education Society,—and the Boston Society for 
the moral and religious instruction of the Poor; but we 
must defer their publication. 

We have the promise of several eommunitions respect-. 
ing Bible Classes in Boston and vicinity, which we hope 
to be able soon to lay before our readers. We would 
also remark, that there appears the commencement of 
a “refreshing from the presence of the Lord” in this 
eity. This gentle distillation of heavenly influence, 
with the coneurring means which God has here honoured, 
will be the subject of more extended remarks. ‘To the 
pious without the eity. we would say, “ Brethren pray 
for us, that the word of God may have free course and 
: be glorified.” : : 

i We do not forget that we have promised, oceasionally 
| to give HINTS TO PARENTS in our pages. We intend to 
redeem this pledge, 

Under the head of miscELLANEOUS INTELLIGENCE). 
we must omit all communications for the present. 
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SELECT ANECDOTES. 


A Young gentleman by the name of William Robinson, 
without any practical sense of religion, was once engaged 
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in teaching school in New-Brunswiek, New-Jersey. As 
he was riding at a late hour, one evening, when the moon 
and stars shone with unusual brightness, and when every 
thing around him was calculated to excite reflection. 
While he was meditating on the beauty and grandeur of 
the scene, which the firmament presented, and was saying 
to himself, “ How transcendently glorious must be Au- 
thor of all this beauty and grandeur!” The thought 
struck him with the suddenness and the force of light- 
ning, “ But whatdo I know of this God? Haye I ever 
sought his favour, or made him my friend ?”’ This happy 
impression, which proved, by its permanency and its ef- 
fects, to have come from the best of all sources, never 
left him until he took refuge in Christ as the hope and 
life of his soul. He afterwards became a minister, and 
few names in the American Church rank higher than hig 
on the scale of usefulness. 








IMPORTANT CONCESSIONS OF BOLINGBROKE, 


“ NO religion,” said that deistical nobleman, “ ever 
appeared in the world, whose natural tendency was so 
much directed to promote the peace and happimess of 
mankind, as Christianity. No system can be more sim- 
ple and plain than that of natural religion, as it stands in 
the Gospel. The system of religion which Christ pub- 
lished, and his evangelists recorded, is a complete system 
to all the purposes of religion, natural and revealed. 
Christianity, as it stands m the Gospel, contains not only 
a complete, but avery plain system of religion. The 
Gospel is, in all cases, one continued lessor: of the striet- 
est morality, of justice, of benevolence, and of universal 
charity.” 








—-~— 





LUTHER.—“ He addressed his prayers to God with 
s0 profound a veneration, that it might easily be perceiv- 
ed he was speaking to God; yet with a faith so assured, 
a hope so certain, that it might be seen he was speaking 
with his Father, and with the best of all fathers.” 











= fe Fa see - 
Saeaaaieetineatin’ Re eared aig ae oe ae ee a 


“Ss 7 
ey em eat eed aerate aes een gar ai 











26 POETRY,—=-TQ CORRESPONDENTS. [Jan, 1823, 


ORIGINAL HYMN, 


- 


Sung at the close of public worship after farewe'l Discougy 
ses from Acts xx. 32. and 2 Cor. xiii. 11. 


Our souls adore our God,— 
Thy justice we confess ; 

We kiss the hand whose lifted rod 
Corrects in faithfulness. 


Though clouds thy throne surround, 
And darkness veils thy face ; 

Yet faith can soar to heavenly ground, 
And boundless goodness trace. 


Away desponding fears, 
Our souls would trust the Lord ; 

The prayer of faith-Jehovah hears, 
And comforts with his word, 

To that good word of grace, 
Each other we commend ; 

Our feet shall run the Christian race, 
And find in God our friend. 

And now—we bid farewell, 
In peace, in hope, in love ; 

May sovereign grace preserve from hell, 
And bear us all above. 








TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


IN this Turrp Eprrtron of the First Number we embrace 
the opportunity of expressing our acknowledgmeaits to tlie 
Christian Public for the considerable and increasing patronage 
which our work is receiving. We have become confirmed in 
the opinion, that a work on this plan, intended for the youth of 
our land, is needed ;—will attract to its pages, rich contribu. 
tions from Science, and Genius, and Religion ;~—will be very 
extensively circulated,—and may become extensively useful. 

The next volume will be printed on an entirely NEW TyPE? 
and appear regularly the FinsT oF EVERY MONTH. | 





